THE GIANT RAFT.

there was a chance of her grounding on the easterly shore
of the island of Sinicuro; but the pilot, well served by the
crew, warded off the danger and remained in the flow of
the stream.

In the evening they arrived alongside a narrow island,
called Napo Island, from the name of the river which here
comes in from the north-north-west, and mingles its waters
with those of the Amazon through a mouth about 800
yards across, after having watered the territories of the
Goto and Orejonc Indians.

It was on the morning of the 7th of June that the jan-
gada was abreast the little island of Mango, which causes
the Napo to split into two streams before falling into the
Amazon,

Several years later a French traveller, Paul Marcoy,
went out to examine the colour of the waters of this tri-
butary, which has been graphically compared to the cloudy
greenish opal of absinthe. At the same time he corrected
some of the measurements of La Condamine. But then
the mouth of the Napo was sensibly increased by the
floods, and it was with a good deal of rapidity that its
current, coming from the eastern slopes of Cotopaxi,
hurried fiercely to mingle itself with the tawny waters of
ttte Amazon.

:,    ,A few Indians had wandered to the mouth of this river.
gffoey were robust in build, of tall stature, with shaggy hair.